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Fast becoming one of the heavyweights of the outlbboard world, Black Lion
continues to impress with a roaring new offering that’s all grown up...

WORDS JOHN PICKFORD

hicago's Black Lion Audio has built a

pretty enviable reputation by

modding gear to release its full

potential. These days though, the
company also produces high-performance kit
from scratch. Like the brand’s excellent
Seventeen, a supercharged take on the
legendary Urei 1176 compressor/limiter - the new
Eighteen takes inspiration from classic audio
design without being a clone.

The Eighteen is a single-channel, vintage-styled
mic/line preamp with an equaliser. Unlike Black
Lion’s ecrlier preamps, based on those in 1970s
Neve and API consoles, the Eighteen makes use
of the company’s own Black Lion 1831 op-amps
to lend it a vintage flavour. The 1831 is Black Lion's
souped-up version of the historic Melcor 1731 from
the 1960s, which could be seen as a predecessor
to the 2025 found in APl consoles. The vintage vibe
also comes from the CineMag transformers.
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Black Lion 1831 op-amp

CineMag transformers
and inductors

65dB gain

Pultec style HF
and LF equaliser

HPF: 80Hz

LPF: 10kHz

48V phantom power
Polarity switch
Mute button

Contact
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blacklionaudio.com
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A custom CineMag inductor is used for the
passive program EQ, based on the legendary
Pultec EQP-1A, and offers interesting EQ curves
that standard equalisers simply can’t.

OLD MEET NEW
The front panel layout is in the same style as the
Seventeen compressor, and features a retro VU
meter and chunky rotary switches for input gain
and oufput, which feel solid. There are buttons for
48-volt phantom power, polarity (phase reverse)
and a high-pass-filter set at 80Hz. But unusually,
there’s a low-pass filter with a push-button too,
for filtering out extreme top end at about 10kHz.
The other front panel buttons allow you to
select line input, engage EQ and hit mute, which
stops the unit from passing a signal, Disengaging
the equaliser bypasses the EQ section, so ideally
it should be switched off for the purest clean
gain from the mic preamp.
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PROGRAM EQUALIZER AND MIC PRE
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